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Pondicherry Packing List

What to pack for Pondicherry's French Quarter walking streets, beach-town humidity, and
the laid-back, bicycle-friendly pace that sets it apart from most Indian coastal towns.

WHY PONDICHERRY PACKING IS DIFFERENT

Pondicherry's French Quarter is best explored slowly on foot or by bicycle along quiet, tree-lined streets, a different rhythm
from the crowded sightseeing of most Indian cities. The town stays warm and humid most of the year, with a coastal
breeze that takes the edge off but doesn't replace sunscreen or breathable fabric. A visit to Auroville, just outside town,
adds a slightly more bohemian, modest-dress expectation, and the cafe-and-boutique culture of the White Town means
there's more reason than usual to pack at least one presentable outfit.

CLOTHING

() Lightweight, breathable cottons and linens — Pondicherry is humid most of the year
() Comfortable clothing suited to walking or cycling around the French Quarter

() Modest clothing for visiting Auroville and its Matrimandir grounds

() Alight rain layer for the October—December northeast monsoon season

() One smart-casual outfit for French Quarter cafes and boutique-lined streets

() Breezy beachwear for Promenade Beach and nearby coastal stretches

FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES

() Comfortable walking or cycling shoes for French Quarter streets

() Sandals or flip-flops for beach promenade walks

() Sunglasses and a hat for the open seafront promenade

() Abicycle-friendly small backpack rather than a bulky bag, since cycling is a popular way to get around
() Alight scarf for sun protection or Auroville's modest-dress areas

() Areusable water bottle for warm-weather walking or cycling

HEALTH, DOCUMENTS & TECH

() Sunscreen SPF 30+ — coastal breeze doesn't reduce UV exposure

() Mosquito repellent for warm evenings, especially near the beach

() Hand sanitizer and wet wipes

(] Basic stomach medication, since the town's French-Tamil cafe culture invites a lot of food sampling
() Power bank for day-long cycling or walking explorations

() cash in small denominations for boutique shops and smaller cafes, alongside UPI
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