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India Train Travel Guide

How to book, board and survive India’s rail network comfortably — classes, stations, and
overnight journeys explained in one downloadable guide.

WHY THIS GUIDE

India’'s rail system is vast and genuinely useful for travelers, but the booking classes, waitlist system and station logistics
are confusing on first encounter. This guide covers what you need to know to book confidently and travel comfortably.

BOOKING YOUR TICKET

Reservations open well ahead of travel dates, and popular routes sell out fast.

() Book through the official rail booking portal or app rather than third-party resellers charging a markup
Reserve as early as the booking window allows for popular routes, especially around holidays and festival season

Understand the difference between confirmed, RAC (reservation against cancellation) and waitlisted tickets before relying
on a booking

Choose AC classes (2-tier or 3-tier) for overnight journeys if you want air conditioning, bedding, and a bit more security

Keep a printed or downloaded copy of your ticket and ID — both are checked onboard
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Sign up for status alerts so you know your seat or waitlist position shortly before departure
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THE STATION

Arrive with extra buffer time — stations are large, signage can be inconsistent, and platform numbers sometimes change
Check the platform and coach position display boards near the platform entrance, not just the original ticket

Keep luggage secured and within sight — busy platforms and moving trains are a common spot for petty theft

Use the prepaid porter or luggage service at major stations if you have heavy bags and a tight connection

Confirm your coach and berth number against the chart posted near your coach door before boarding
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Carry small denomination cash for station food stalls and porters

OVERNIGHT JOURNEYS

() Pack a light blanket or shawl even in AC classes — carriages can run cold overnight

() Bring snacks and a refillable water bottle — pantry car food and timing vary by train

() Use a small daypack as a pillow or lock point, and keep valuables on your person rather than in checked bags

() Anbasic cable lock for securing luggage to the berth frame is a common precaution among regular train travelers
() Note your destination's scheduled arrival time but build in flexibility — long-distance trains can run behind schedule

() Set an alarm before an early-morning arrival — staff don't always wake passengers at their stop



Booking windows, class names and ticketing rules are updated periodically by the rail authority — check the official portal for
current details before booking.
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